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Eﬂar: oan I remember & holiduy season to top the one just past, Beginming Christuss Eve

I"I-'l e o T F ...i-.

,ﬁqlit[vrlﬁ and friends invited and pthervise atop, #d by both day snd night for seffee, holiday
ﬁ,nndiﬂl-m: & full fledged meal, for{l0 days straight without missing w single day. It was almoo
urnbelieveablaa

uith only L rm- e¥ceptions, wide alleg-iglie {'sd nesrly sveryons we lknou sr are related to

.-'-
Ao &= b f . e -

m The grocerjes j% svaporateed 1ike u kettle full of vat:r en & hot Btove
Ilﬂn the "10th Day of Christmas" with some hlr]'.p frem relatives, we polished off a 20 pound

't.urh;,r:*‘ and l_ll the trisnings. That feast left the cupboards so bare that the next momming
& e
breakfast consisted exclumively of tomated bread scrups, a few atray eggs and o dee grumba of

ES
Y I

dry cersal zleaned from & hlli’dui_ﬁ;ll-ﬁ'r_.a_;_;ttum-dl,' by kids to the cupbsord wesplgsmesds the

previous morning. .
Supplies off
gokiss , Christmas breads and other assobted poodies that #% toock S wife most of=hee

bking
g of LUecember to produce and stere up durimg nraninﬁ.q'aanium imEslieeiricbsiwn.  ran out about

the seventh day, Bomehow ghe found time between visits to quickly tirn out more; at lesst
enough to last through the rest of the holddeya.

"he do you invite all thess peopel amd fut on 61l theae fewsts Whan tlhe holiday s eason
15 such W rut rese in the fiest placel® I ask,frh as ghe ﬂrpﬁmr exbauation inte bed E—&E‘
ndght.

@m ﬂhIU$ eakly and m‘nlﬂ somethlng thet nuunﬁfl 1ke " I don't knmow " and drnpiﬁuiakl_
of'f to Bleepa .

[ﬂl kngs the answer without waiting for lier reply., &he likes %o be ¥ith feiends and
relatives during this u-unn::i-u enjoys cooking more than esti :u.;,jigﬂ 8o the pbvioue splutiom
ia to throw a feed and invite everyaons, It's the way ohe was raised, If everyont had emough t
et and gu#nmvuntlm filled the after dinner hours ; she ralea the i:;ur'n Bugcess apd
gquietly hu;.;,iﬁ.u pla ning tne nsxt.

b;rm. up an ofdy ohild wmd L;‘;r. firsl memopries of higjnﬂiﬂ‘_'." famlly get tagethers came

after 1 met and began courting 'L]'u- wilfe. It kas eustomary in her family iu et out a feast
wedd ing
Tor every hitﬂﬂﬂl¢ll15.ﬂ.ﬂflrllrf y confirmation and gresdustion that occcurred kxx to the 11

%1:1%‘:‘. 'g-i'.':l:ir parentss =hile o omsshat Birange to me &t firat, .t;.!ui-::];],? h'l.'.-. i “E'-ﬂ-':f

W the festiviteas

f’?ﬂ"ﬂ-'l nothing quite 1ike hag@ing purt of a large fawilyl,
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1 pan tthink of fevw thinge more peglected than the raral sailbisxs I've been pulldny

—

subsatitute sarrier dufy for the péii saveral vweeks vhile the regular meilpen vacetions in sunny
I.ii'.lifnrﬂ:iﬂ.. During this time I'weo hai my [inzers ;_':-*_nehud, cut and slanrced by deféctive box.
doors and flazas, It's L;ij.ur_.t_._an 20 l'm'i]_.mﬁl‘. afraid to reash out the window tq_np:n 2 box.

] There are other surprises gn the "trail"; too, Cne Jox large rusted hu;p’:ltt.r‘t-.;-ra on an
wxls threatening to tip inte the gar H-:ﬂlﬂlm eagh btlme I pull ¢ the dgor lateh, Another box
tdkes to tuke %1% out on my gars as soon s I oloow .tL:ﬂu-ar ind begin drivieg aWay, the ﬂ'n-g_:lr
Talis open agwinst the car deeply sotatching the peints. I'we tried eseh tine #g far tn%hm
it 30 the door stuys shut, aud Lt does; until I strat drivein, miy, Then i1 fulls open.

{_L-n.: bop Bovers ao high ahove the car raof oo & long fepse post thut I've never aeen the
insdde a' It 1 pan jJust resch the-latsh to open 4t snd am able fo redph Lrside «ith my finger
to feel for any outyoin; mail,. fi-"ﬂ.l

Et:r. dhould altwye Be cap r.-f'!.ﬂl’-'l when resohin, Inside ha mailboxes, Last sunner I opensd e
door tow box aud & Lure blagh apider liGerally sailed into my laps There wor scme Fast
sorambiling bile 1 Juy led for position. Duy im: the ensui. elruzsle fhe apider somehiol «ound
up begd in the bexs That's wheve I left him. afber s11, 3t mizht e Tigve bern o pet o fhe
ofier or eounthing, .

| P

Eﬂa'l; morning I frad forjobbten it the tadident und Wler I_aa%8ed un to the box agmin 1
palled the dosp opes wilhout wsesond thou ht. Ut popped ‘that danged splder acaln ned liaded
inomy lap sgpximex just like thefirst $lae, Thin tlue the stopy had & different ending, I
aquished the dritter with my bare hond wo fapt I dldn't have €ioe to think of what I wan doinz.

EL‘LE::LJ 1 kod tisauen in the jlove compartuent,

e voot

LE:. ancther sesnsion & W'nf‘ emply beor cans greeted me s 1 cvened & bex. I've BlEe
tound poxes that oontained Tocks, Yell rotted trult and m pumpkin, There is weved & dull s en

U“ﬂ g bagk Lo my openiug ccupimicty it geems peofile ¢.n have W neat place and down st
the end of the drivesay leans e rusted, shobpunsed sail¥ss that veuldebt stifdet o fnmily of
rremse 1 vander vhy people don'd teke mare prife In ety pETILnpete ItV the Plrst fprascig
e yieitor pote gt g Prres— waicee ki ki

Ll-!.at. then there is the other side of theoodn, tovs Lnot yedr I vas on the touts For a

cauple of weskay, £1114n G, dlven veoddls Vent ahd spree, !:'i'n& nifht a total of 23 boxes vaye

-
damey ed origdupletely destroyed on & roule alone. oo miyhe aome people Just fipure plat's:

e asg, Ot fon 1"‘1'._,; s 2 preto.s look agge -ﬁ-ﬂr-!:ﬁqu‘,iq" o ssat :ﬂmrmffjﬂ'n



Suifmy wp Mearly  impos bl Tac k /d0-38
A‘Aﬁt:ﬁ up For elurch lust Sunds; morhii, and ap 1 pulled up oy trewsers I could sense
there Lgs stwething wpons, I Lripped the the apen Lop of oy pant: and mitempbed twopull e
r,uga_-thin. fhe Lutbom resclied Its hole, Lit anly enilosd reld my breathe. with pants ‘sladed

I:let o af oy breathe T'I-'llg eapeabln. the tutton to Ily ecrobd the ronm, Dus 3¢ lrlﬂ? coniha
_._#-'-'."

Jju mdgh for tie panto, :ﬁ%?iﬁ.bcﬂmnmu e JaEREL Pt aYrl-ve wadon a  F

dida' e prowy o aed In front of we ang 49 & didnfh dtrr o bWitten 4%,

e8P fe e
LTnic: la- gettin, rigigulous!™ 1 L sliec goecedivmga, |5 e -ho w3, guttilog the finlal

Lougney am her ayndsy: afrdes "Lact veck’ Uids thing dida't £4¢ Lorth a diri, Wb Gids ek it
lwoet Pupoa: thle, ad Wis pute Laka phay hoce fraode .meh neal eel begSune 3iwonlt Laye

Ny Ridng, ko EEI?‘
rihh Eren gl t-"'ﬁfr
|1 ~&5 ud uthn.:nu.x__,:u Lhat I I:]El:tlll!'!..{th.-'} S0 adguetiing dro. bic ey

f T1lm Lain, o0 & atidat daL st tlo, right aons® I iuforwed wife. POhis i gol to wtep
dan't
r_":r-'n aob beel Tomul wnd lemon pie Lor diwer today," she tes €di  Mou Hupe _-r'nu,{--ant £

sturt Tolorros fgatesdi®

"But L as derlous abaut thia diets Whdmxkizax I'd thrsstensd ‘to goon & glet at Jeust
o i o o venlentl

onse d eeek adige before dhanlssdviog but il rr{:l’::.r ot aboint it ke al flne, :!'.-11.'- Enls Eime

pad cobme Lo bee diflarent.

[:m:l 1t nmuy Lodaygia ook Yaver, 1'Wa 1a.6 18 Jiindd At (¥ o Wl a0l olothes Are
eoufnrianly Tosaes My soal 6 next caek 14 andtlier Tive poumda. and 1'11 do 14 ,bo0s
I':im. did I do 388 wiliple, I Just Wie Tewu y B 1ok les.  than wsurl, drezkfast o iEusE]]

& bowd ol irpeud &R E Pruit euoh wa srapelmild or an orencos Gonn lunok ebnodsted aF & EETr
Pare % sasd

stiacle oy pagbe o Lovl of soup.  For m- rvendin_ :uﬂ.?P- R e S PN
Heh g '

il 1 ortions wee gmaller,
L'-:.tf' cularees- = full me—u-:!. 'lilzlll'!'l-l_:l.lt rieliude desaest, ml amr ilkd, T & -r,'ﬂ:' love pake, gos'ie,

bars and foe oredm, I could 1ive an tee Eremi alaces DBGE isve Lo an. rame oe sy diek fay
Lt ikl

ios orran oF a..u“th? asher Span ol aveetea U“ lait a Yot af eipht ln me iy on tha other
#f-l.'f fmdr &) I”:('

aupeavieed diets, igew J. dataged Lo drap 45 pounda gm Ly H:hﬂﬂitﬂ—l' an un etite susure:
S e mw“mrw—%f%ﬁmw . e ' — L
|! ihe second Else mas @hout © o a wew vhen T AxSuxe pecled ai'f &0 found2: pn & .su'luul&.r
velht Yaue prep e
"'JL” 19 &
. LLHD';-‘# to Hwrey u R, puaitil Ilve dott another 40 poundus Then g poing to thle & Lrsak
verore Lo for b il e T¥le o Aoy wdee Luv -!l":irf.r'ﬂn - fﬂf; .
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' You can almost Eet to Jmov soneone wWithout ever meeting them face to fage. This very thimg

—

has been happening to me ms ] research for materiml for a special centennizl edition of a

newadper im wn amea town, I'Ve been talking to people in the town, resding old mewspaper filed
and just gene.aily digging in dark corners for s hintsto the town's past. Thia material will
be used in stories in hopes of mhimg shining & little light om the town's history .xat how and
khy 1t got started and what has hapiened during the past century to HEE$ make the community what

it 18 today,

.'i_'[ilii can be am mimpst impossible undertaking especimily for someone who has no personal

knowledge of the early days. HNome of my anceators setteled in that community so I have no
clues of my ovn to go en. bdut througn the kink sesistamce of town residenis <ho have sueh
knowledge the jop vecomes muon easier and indeed & plessure.

l"_su— wery good material was provided me the other day by & lady who has lived in the

tosn most of her life. It came in the form of letters to her from & former resident of the
wWhioh I have been allowed to read,
towm,| The lady who Wrote these letters was born Bn the town but left in 1918, She is now im

Yer nioneties but has & very vivid memory of the town's early days.

{I_In- the letters she wrote to her friend she often devoies entire jages to reminiscing
Gbout events that took place mimost = cnetury age. Singe she now lives in m distant part of

the countyr a live interviem ia out of the guestion, but her letters tell me more than I sould

ume over in an interview,

,'Llihilu the letters contain & wealth of inwaluable information shigh I cen use in my sotries
the greater snure of the material wili mot be used due to its personal aE pecta,

-il-hun. the letters Weme nwritten several yeats ago tne lady lived in another purt of the
country alone. Because of her advencedage, she has outlived all her friends and immediate
Tamily, Her mearest relatives, nephews and nieces, are sgattersd sround tne eountry &nd sne

deldom aeen aoy of tnem.

JIH_ur letters seem to hint that living to suoh mn ege ddght not be the blessing it 15 made

out to be, She apedars to be a lonely old ludy who has found herself gast maide by & nes society
of which she feels no part.sfx

'____h' gramdmother who lived to the late eighties told me of much the same fesling, Although
a1l 10 of her ehildren were living and mostly mearby, she still complained of fesling like
Bxpess bagssape. "I just don't fit in thedr World ;" ahe lamented.

a
F

f
[ I often wonder about the people who wind dp in th
= F‘ Wk the nursing homes, I hn-pa_,r.n.:'ui‘ ot
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Ef. wag that time of week syai to ait down and gompose another columes. Froblem was the kids
were home from shgool becasue of parent=teacher omfeences and there was po way I gould poss i’b].‘-. :
corpentrate rhile the TV ves blaring end the boys were fighting on the livimg room floor.

Ef I retired to the basenent recreation rom. It seems that since ] finished rmud-.ﬁng‘_
the roen lu.t winter hardly soyote ever goes dowm there amymore. T]e kids claim they're down
there ;anxt.t:- time, but 4f that's true, I wonder what i& causing all that noime dind commotlion
ﬂl:hpn;ﬁr% to-mgmherelax vith a book or magazine,

t-f.l apyway , I got aet up with my typewriter on m card table in a cormer behind tke pool
table snd began to let my mind roam for & topic.

fﬁﬂdm the sound of r,hundurin;"huafh-lt:l The kids were coming down the stairs) dmdiwnn
T'.-.-u-- tvo Iittle bhoys had declided to mateh w¥its on the blackboard. The smallest had given himaelf
n huﬁi:'m?' of the United States for ghristmas and be gquickly spresd it out of the pooltsmble,

Lﬂi;t are you puys up to mow?™ I asked realising that my pesge snd quiet was about to vanlsh.

th-_éa‘rn gonnk pluy & game with the states," explained the biggests "I'm gonna draw a state
on .th;"fﬁaarn and he is sugposed to try to figure oul which one &t 1s,"

—_: {"ﬁll you what," I volunteered. " I'll draw the state and you tvo guys figure ocut whish ocne

{.‘ ile

s

g
L'_n‘x.,' they both agreed quickly, and J set to vwork aketohing an outline of § olorsdo,
\\*!i:'ulm.-ld nl."l,lf-lqr chimed &lmost in undscs before I had evem lh‘liﬁhlad.- They let me flnish
an outline of Maine before guessing itk correcily on the first try. BSouth Qaroline; @onmeeticut,
Lkevada and Kev Mexico quickly fell to thel rdaﬁl:;;ﬁlldgn of US peography. Even & reasonabl;
aseurate oketeh of the state of weahington failed to stimp thema
Bub I finsdly pot both of them and It Wes theo wly time, They could mot guess Rhode Talands
L_PL_t: younigest, o l0-yemr-old, likea maps. His Christoas map iM petiing dogedred and dirty
fran heavy use, Many of his mornings while waiting for the schosl bue are spent lesking st that
Ekpe He carefully pronounces names of towns and when he makes & discovery ‘that fascipates him,
he chares his find with the person peerest him and with eoyons elsa that cares,
@ﬂu gnd yvoulre dumb old map," one of the kida complained to him one day. ™ou're mlusys
],nu].tj_ﬂg-, at that map. You're pot poing mnyvwhere anyhow so why waste yourtime with that?”
L_EH I am{™ he shot bteck. “khen I'm big I'm going to ses all the plases on this map, HNHew

I'm juet trying to #igura out which ones fo see first.”

unulﬂh]} help #smiling a little to myself

dame wRy mySe _"hm 1 overhourd hils answer, 1 ones falt the



= - 'Cedar Forest! Falls as FPhone Serviee Upgraded
: By Gane Eieckar

A major portien of this area's "cedar forest" is being removed by wnconventional "loggpers".

¥a Bell's "boys™ have besn busy pulling up poles and rolling miles of wire as the company
carries out the last step of conversion to an underground wire system.

Somewhere over a year ago a big yellow caterpillar tractor pulling a strange looking
acntraption crawled snail-like wp our driveway plowing in the new underground cable that was
to replace the old unsgightly overhead wires.

After completing the job we didn't see any Bell trucks arcound for the longesl Lime and
I began to worry that they had forgotten to finish what they had begun.

The old phone system around here was bad, to say the least, Ewvery time a raindrop fell,
something would short out and take the phone gervice with it, Sometimes it took literally
days Before the servicement got the situation remedied, That's when you really find out how
much you depend on a phone and you lsarn to appreciate it just a little more,

Then ome day last fall a man in one of those 1ittle service vans came up to our door
and announced that he was here to hook our phone to the new underground system. The job
only took a few minutes and the result has been a good dependable telephone cornnectlon with
the outside world,

Sc the next and final step was the removal of the poles and wires, One day a couple of
weeks ago the big truck equipped with a boom came and began pulling the poles in our neighbor-

hood s

If you have ever tried to pull anything out of frogen ground you know what a backache
ise But with the boom truck the job was easy.

I stopped along the road to watch, With the truck parked crosaways on the road, two
stabilizing "feet™ were hydraulically lowered to the road surface and the boom extended to
reach across the diteh and to the pole, With a hook and cable wrapped around the pole,
preasure was applied upward and coupled with a rocking back and forth motion, the pole slipped
easily out of the frosen ground. Goes to show that if you have the right equipment no job is
impossible.

The other day I came homs from town and something svwery unmsual caught my eye, or rather
the lack of something.



411 the poles were gone from the south side of the road, And their abasnce laft a
definite void, While I had pever really roticed them before, now that they were gone the
empty space stuck: out. like a sore thumb, Il somehow seemed more difficult to keep the plekup
on the road like the poles had been unconsciously used as a guide, or something.

And I've heard others make similar clservations. Many are the times in past winters
when those poles were almeost the only means of finding the road ahead while driving in

heavy blowing and drifting snow.

But: there still are the high line poles on the other side of the reosd, at least for
the present.

I suppose, though, that mast farmers will be glad to see the poles removed as they can
be somewhat troublesome especially with the parge egquipment in use today. And often the low
hanging wires became sntanglead in combine augers and other high equipment,

I remember several years age, a neighbor set firve to & pile of brush near a phone pole
and while unattended, the fire crept over to the base of the pole and went to work, By
morning the bottom half of the pole was gone and the top swung in the breesze suspended only
by the wires,

An underground system should put an end to a lot of those servicemen's headaches,

N

1 HAFFENED TO view a recent segment of television's "Hawaii Five 0" and was disgnsted
by what I saw.

Normally I'm pretty opened minded by most of the tubels offerings and regard them only
as entertainment of one form or ancther, But the obvicus attack on the lowly handgun riled me,

This story revolved around a particular handgun, a "Saturday night special, and how it

posgessed an unseen evil power,; the gun supposedly caused its possessor to either commit a
heinous crime or inflict injuries to someone.,

I've owned a fair number of handguns in my day and never have I felt this strange powsr,

I'm not a hunter, target shooter or pgun hobbyist, and puns of any kind play no part
at all in my daily life.

Hut there are a lot of good people who find much good élean and wholesome enjoyment in
the shooting sport and I simply fesl their rights and desires should be of Some congequance,

The show's assertion that puns themselves are an uneontrolable evil insulted me, and

I hope, cthers,
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Ejnﬂ volces and looked up just wi the o Sommy lhnpl,-’f::;md. The kida were home from
gohonl,

L"':._'nnt are ya making , Dud?® questioned one of the #maller Loys me he stomped over to »here
i enovmoblle
I was bent gver the turndn, lathe, his hqu.wl,{hn:m-h drmppimy making diatinet trecks in the savdust
Spatliered Around the f1ook.

L"in:hnu set," I unssiered vithout takicg my eyes off the spinning plece of wocd,

Eﬂfk in sy drmy deys [ bad been stationed om the Mexican border and on & shopp¥ng jaunt
Sargss the border cne duy; I sequired & hand o.rved wooden chess set for what I considered to be
& bRrgain price.

!It- wia an this bourd that wll my Lkids 'hw,_nue gopewhat proficient in the age old pame. T had
len:r&ni to flay during %Huhnﬂ-l ﬂ:.;,rn and have always immensely enjojed the competitive challengeys

e lf

the game provides, put this past p-lt' 1t nu.-mﬂ our cheds set disappeared. 5o one day 1 melked
ons of the older boye Af he hid seen -hh--‘h—-—-u lately.

lilh. it's in school," was his reply.

[ "Im sohooll® I shot baok, ourprised. " hat's it doing thereg!

aumh af’ ﬁ!“ decided to hive & chess tournmoent end we needed a set, =50 I took ours
-tn sghooly” ke explained.

L._]E:ﬂ'h 's the tournasent poing?® I asked slncerely i terested,

L.‘/ﬂ-: we haven't started yet," e rap‘l;eﬁ. “we have to finiah our ping peng tournament flrat,”

[‘J‘,’t waa, plain the old family chieas set would be out of my resch for nl-q,i:lle‘.ﬁ decided to make
4 nesones I had alvays ranted to make W set_oleupmmg v1th large pieces, six or eight inchos
Highe It losked 1ike this sas the perfect time to atart.

i_-.:l'_._hmt‘ to the wood pile mpnd ploked out several pieges of very hard, white wood gub from our
wood 1ot in the Minncsots River falley., I am not sure vhat kind of wood it is, but it ﬂ:‘ll
M’h in the elm family and g suxeyx is as hard as iron,

(-Hﬂ matter what kinlj* it frns besutifully on the lethe. One set of Plecen ui.‘.LI be made

I"' F Eidba ohb bopg fl"

from this wumit white vood and the oth r fiom dark :l:lmtn The bkag H‘ should effer m o iy
Aeri vohba
r:.mtrnﬂt H.u-l-m:p An-a.chegs spt,

&nd hard
Th' hﬂil"ﬁ l""L. iegen. 'l.".l'f calnut apd haokberry . another 1ight cq}lnradﬁlu'na;t.
E iqi F-,.:El.

hr

L‘Ih- chess set the esmded projects to come out of o nev wask shop building the boye awnd
1 put up last Fall juut as cold wemther hit, mm;;%
. 1 ' fﬁliﬂf rnrh’f‘

ot n - i3 ERIE mi‘hl t;@-.lﬂs“- Biie b ]ﬂ' orders lad - -i-rri b i-:ri"'a.-l‘:
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@. Yook what I esnzhti® gur youngest falrl: shouted uz he game stomping into the hHouse ™
brandishing & small Jump trap that held E/#?ﬂ white tll of fur in ite-cold steely grip.

Muby s it's & seasel " I sdid more than u Tittle surprised, I hudn't pesh one of those little
critters in yeara. It was pure white with m;|-i_nnh of blask &t the #nd of its 'ﬁii"i

kunulﬂm't help feeling sorry for the p‘:ur 1ittle thing ap it hung so pitecusly im f'rom the
Jawe of the trap. Thank pondness it was desd and appurently hed been For some time s 4t was
Frozen solld,

L}\-..'nmhnd aloud why the Jittle anlmal had Miﬂtn an uphaited trap. leasels are
#uppnl.-d to be smatter tham that. I lonked more ¢losely at the trap and found the answer, The
trap had previcusly ceught a cottontail rabhit and bita of fur and frozem blood =till adorned the
trap's jars. weuwsels thrive on & diet of blesd and its sensitive noze I:mid Bp parently led it to
itl doom, |

L’Hm nosy little fellow had been caight by & front leg and suct have suffered undescribably
gefore desth relleved 5.1'.; judglng from the teisted poature of ‘J.ta,-{h:‘-l:-;;‘pn ERTE&ES . &‘au Iwng a kid
B f'riend and I voed to run & trap line every full, Le caught numerdus muskrats , an sccesiondl minlp.
B phessnsnt now l:ui ther and onpe in & while & neighbor's cat, Cftem it was necesgary to dispatch
our catch ‘,ir "Eﬂﬂ" it fnuzry%%fn.éh never bothered me at the time, but I could
get no plessure froe runoing & trip line tnd_a:,-. 1 don't evem dmre for hunting, I guese I'm just
turning Into an old softie.

&f&:l‘ingt of plity for the veasel were ;:ruhn_l_:-i;.r ud dtrong wk the pleasure derived frow my
son's puccess a3 m trapper. Bubt trapping seeme to be the onjy relisble method of protecting our
berries and young trees from the wild bunndes that seem to have taken ever the place this year,

&r yoara & gottentaill rabbit wes a rare sight en our planr. 1 cunld__.'ﬁ the times 1 had

spotted one in the past five yearaon onie :hu:d..' m—&&r—ﬂﬂ%—rmﬂimmw
3
h 1y thing I think of di rent : that
piidy. The only g I can AR differsn ﬂ-ﬂﬁ-:.:.fﬂ-rl is :ﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂ:-lmp fam 1

are pennéd up-thimewdmbes, Cther years they have been allowed to fum loose A—nﬂ-{:ﬂﬁhﬁiﬁ-n. And
it just could be that thelr shrill schreeching has kept the bunnies at bay,

tnﬂ it's & fagt, The lust big infestation of reis oo this place ended soon Efter M Ve
‘Brought the guineas home and turped them loose,

&m the minus side puineas are ausdn- ll.':'u the stravberry pateh. They aeem to like nothing bettar

than Phamp, ripe stravberries, Erury*nqrninh ut the greck of dawn the entire flock cam be Poiind-
Teasting on strarberries.

v
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j .I,!.-Iht have &4 strange sense of vilues., At lesat ome of I dped.

£ e B
f (ne day last week the seventh gnd ei hth grade in the small country scheol mpet of wmp Lids

all

sttend spent the day on & field trip and were gmumxXy absent fron & oschool. This meant the

slxth gragers would be the only ones in thelsw clasarcom that day.

Zﬂw, Dad, we'lre ponne have if nade todw " pipéd my sixth grader that moralng 28 he made
ready Tor the bus,

o .-‘F:'-I".u'!f
( -:n-h;r'.r" | mmseec .

[ Mg g8t to #it in the eighth prade seabs today," he gontinued, his enthususan mounting.

M. hat's so gredt about thatl™ I smeeds vasted to knov,

f ".ell, their desis are along the vall and they pet to lean againat it," he explainecd all
: . f
eandie, excc Tl

f Fow thers='s & big desl if I ever heard onel

L] L L

conaeoutive
] TOAY I8 HE ﬂﬂl&ﬂi}' & temperatures have oot risesn ahove the freeging nl.ﬂr.’,. venther sxperta
w vhe keep resords of sush things tell us. In recent yesra this is not the olny Psoldeat”

rocord set imn these parkts by the fiskls weather, LAst vWinter -all kinds of celd redorda were
'r‘iaﬂ.it:nll:.l' apd: fipuratively shattered by necer wnd eo lder tempe.

k&t I've been owvndering for some time nov 1z when sre we coing to set soms"virmestrecordel

consecutive vinter
For exwmple, instead of &F daye of below free”ing temps, haow about daye vhen it did

i in & row Fafrenneit
not free_e at all. Mere realistscally 1'd settle for &7 dlgl}ﬁuﬁg_ dddvinter when ﬂ,{nnn:u::.r

41d not dip below zero degrees. would'nt tist make for a perfegt wWinter!?

lif;,ruu are an above gero perspn like me then you, like me, have mo tlme at &ll for this

g8illy new temperature sgale they are trying to force on uss On the(elshus scale xater does not

freege until it hits zero degrees. Hounde warmer at first, But it's also true that all wintertin

teppe Gelow freeming are oot e Lhl oo Zerds And there isaomething Inflnitely solder
ebout that 'kind of resding.

l_;n th&t reppeot Farenheit gets my undisputed vote. Even if' the ice isn't melflng, at lesst

temperatires aren't alvays belov gero either. And there's dome varmth in that.
L

-
?lT GELME EVERY(UE hme hia problema. There was this fellow who had almnks under hie front
poreh. The mmell vas more than he could bear apd he had tried gountless metheds of
getting them to'meve. Finally hle neighbor suggested he throew & hunk of lutefiisk
under the porchs aure emough it worked, all the skunks lef't, pronta.
}_@l.--t- now he's wondering how to zet rid of &l the HorWwegians,
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1l sut dosn ot the typewriter ‘about tvo hours sgo thinkiop I'd bang out & guick eolumn
for this weeks, But I've pretty near got blisters on my behind and a;:il ?T.ﬁug hes happened.
Usually a fes minutes of Ahedemnd- dcep concentration and & thpie ﬁ ® mind, buv 1t's
different today. I've doie nothing but dreas & blank.
l_]:li/si; joekey on the redic sefd he is going to play something culled "The Farmer's FPrayer".
I'11 have to take = minute to listen to thats
&ighbﬂr Just left after he and I emptied the coffee pot and dlesned out the last of a pan
of bars. Wife is going to be mad when she pets home this afternoon. Those bara were auppoded
to last u while, she: Mm s she took them from the oven last nirht,
(Eut I think she knows better than that. pars in this house don't have & chince and
Balgax neigher do covldes or pakes., e
a, I'sit herestaring out the windoy , sedickesimy f; begun e rmuq:yqn the wife's giant
GEris ks catitus that Iives 1p & Big¥ellol pot on & swsdl fable 4+ fremt of the vimdiv e Here
C eralY moand wpE
it i= two monthe after Qhroistoss and Lh:ﬂ thing ¢ bloaring sgaine It erupted in =
showre of rmgx crimson blooms A couple of wecka before the holidays and quit apain in mid=Janusry

liow igﬁmﬁ- sturting agin.

Q‘,h t plent hee guite w history. I B9t It some yeiras sgo f'rom an elderly Yady who felt
- ~from—ue

she gowld no longer take care of her housefull of pal nta, mfwmmw

eondd beve 8 good hone, she paya it to se—Free—of-shesme. I kner vif'e would Ye thirlled to cet
it' E‘u{ﬁh{ﬂf{
o

(\Ehu Iady #\ the caotus had been planted by her mother h-h-u-n—ﬁu-...u. & young girl.

dinge the lady waa in hiv early elphties, w little simple mrithmetic shened the Plapt was more

tnan 100 pears old. I8 measured almast four fert agross the top und to this: dey is atill the
larpes® plaot of its Kpd & 1o or I have OVET BEer,

Each yvear we have had it, the entire plaat heg been govered with blooms durin: the winter
uonths and Has beeo the tople of many conversations,

@L Iagtl slimmer aomething unfortunate aRppenod ta ‘the oldtimer, It waa invalved in &
d=r Sccldeats During the summer montha wif'e getd 1t otat in the patio where it gets & good deal

of Light, but no direct sunlight. Here it doés the best,

[- hegded
Uotil one day when 1 cwse Bone from Somekhsré and iw the :-#ur _}ﬁhf.l-.s norinal
ol Wi
|3]:|g.1 richt behind thg ﬂnt-l?' But this T.i.m the brakes Failed -and the ¢ raphed 't.l;:.r_uu,E;h the
almo B prein an powed B'aouple of i.rl.'iEl lnnucm—r:m_ o  me o these
,%
d b g

i8 cm?ﬂﬂ; it bas naver Geen bhe sames simoe,
_‘-‘-'.."_-\.‘P ?pl“ﬂ‘f'.l:rl P = SR N R i '-_.fr" =I""""r-'f'h
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|| Hew that the grade achool basketball to.rnament in which some of eur boys participated

e o st least ms well -
is history, it np ears msmexaf the non-participants nnnrlﬁr‘llht.‘t.tr thak the players,

]_'Ir-hn.t. de you mean by that statement?" inguir d my 1%-year—old deughter suspiciously as
8he peered over my shoulder at the paper in the typewriter.

( "Well, look &t your brothers," 1 sxplained. "The three big beys all came out of the
tmr:; with new girlfriends or at lemst with seme het leads,® jnd the way it leeked you sure
had & zood time."®

tlil: tourney was hebd lust weekend in Hew Ulj and imeclved grade scheols from threes states,
Baxkxgx It was similar to the state high school basketball tourneys in the way it wad set up
und it alse previded an excellent opjpertunity fer the young people Lo mest new friends, both
male und femule. 4&nd sur kida did as much meeting as Ahyone elae, maybe more,

1‘_ ERch dxx evening on the way home af'ter the daya activities our gang axsmched snuggled
dnn—i.n the back seat of the car and com pared notes. 3Zince mother has a Bharper ear than I
ehe caught mest of the discussien and now knews whe is the cutest, the lckiest, the best and
the worst, sts.

&u— second wnd third oldest lye found some ne interests during the three day event
but mething of & lasting nature, I hepe nyway conéidering their still tender mges. The feurth

oldest bop, also & member of the team is still st the tender nge when all zix members eof the

under
op vaite sex ate categerized mx “fuk®,
| i ‘..}.E ::I.-T-'_hl‘: r¥,

L'E_- oldest, jwele, finds girls, at ledst certain ones, quite interesting, The firat
day eof the tourney he met & girl through a mutusl friend that ciught his interest and apparent
sdaltation. He spent the next twe deys at the tourney wikhxhex in her company and has keen
getting  censiderable mmount of wail frem her since.

Ilmllhu:L:I; hea been taking a let of heat from hies broethers and sister here it home,
but he just ﬂlﬁ.ﬂ and bears it,
Lnurin; one the ghmes wife and I wmxe watched m8 our sen and his new frisnd sat down nearby
to nt;::h the game,

Il\_':y- glves you a funny feeling to see one of your ewn kidm boys with a girlfriend," wife

observed theughtfully. "It makes you feel kind of old. It seems like they wWere just bables

yesterday md nev look at them,"®

]II didn't argue, "feah, but it's kind of fun te watch them mature and see bbby
bec-a¥i-téee hos they turn sut,®



|
{ (ur home has & werm, It wiggles its way inte every kitchen cupbeard and refrigerater

gelf in the heuse.

|.du trail has been found leading frem a grevieusly une emed bex ef graham crackers ta &

“Pm ok
nearby bex of seds creckers, snd from sm alse provisusly unepened big of prunes te the ceslkis
jur ence filled with delicieus checelats chip ceokies. Baga of nhn-}nt,- uh}pq_:tuhﬂ next
e e e

te the graham erackers were lofi umtucuched because _slpisttobipeee th!‘pl is kmeovn te fear
sn sutbresk eof cemplexien preblems if it tangles with checelate and ether wvests.

dn

L-'m' werm seems te be smatt emeugh te realize the danger im eating tee many prunes at ene

timwes
!'_Ihilh he weuld eat the whele bagful snce and meybe that weuld cure him," wife observed
e RNt ioally
){ﬁ she discovered hbw latest invasien of her private feed cache,
, sccmsionally
{ Wife\savers & cupful of gFm fruit flaversd yegurt after an evening meul se en her last
= 5 s pmall flaaw b5

shepphng jeunt [picked up foeur e sntalners with as many different kimdw, Last night whershe
o .i'ul"'-‘fi- T o

1' [
ﬂ-;i.i: te fkmialy top off her evening meal with & serving, she discevered h#w—hd—hn__

jia ol lil':

thapsfiret, There Were enly thve containers left, the ethers were gene, -ﬁ’.‘!,_lﬁ' sur
mysterisus intruder.

[wﬂ'. bles her tep mnd immedistely seught suk the teensage bey whe 1l the prime suspest,

cenfrenting him with the evidence, He stared blankly at her while she raved abeut hew this had
gene en leng enough wndit was time te put a step te all this thievery.
l Mee, 1 wish I eould help you," he ri_nlhjciﬂi guit the hint of ® smile tugeling at the

cormers of hbs meuth,
[ 8

u..u knev darm well what I'm takking aboutl!® she shet hack shaking the nevly epened NEE
cup of yegukt in his face. ‘
E st at the supper table sipping my u-ffulrn-u-ﬁ by the precesdings.

L:'m.- ism't funmy,” she sald turning her attentien te me. "Tou kmew what he desst®

I'H'-llr

Lﬁhn then llmhd?(l.‘T;nEw explanation abeut hew "The Werm" maxakmxmfaxsxkmdcimy invades
her k._tt...:n-u. demain emsh day as seom a8 he gets heme from scheel.

]."I‘“ ssen him!" she imsisted. "It's mething fer him te start with & coeuple ef pleces

—

of peanut butter bread, fellewed by & psck ef grahsm brakers, s handful ef frunes er raisins,

s handful of ceskies and then top it eff with sn erange or & baunana just in time for su;per,"
| *The minute 1 step eut of the kitchen he's im thers stealing scmething."
|"The werm 'just smiled ms he sidled ever te the cupbeard and snitched & handful ef
p.ht}"’ihj.p from an epen baf.

: ﬁ’



Ag winter drage on into March, we sre find ng it necessary to head for the woods sgaim to
replemdsh our socd pile, This is the sesond time dhe our supply of firesood hes besn depleted
by the persiatant celd weathar.

Last fall I hed high hepes for the huge pile of wood we had gut and pikwdx split, put im
the bick of my mind I figured it might get all used up somewhere around the begipndng of apring.
making it necessary to cut 1;11:::1'Lu finish the hesting sessen. But the pile was gone in
the middle of January, I stlll can't understand he* I could have undersstipated our wood pewds
by duch a large sarginm. After all, this wasm't the first year we hed heated with wood,

G0 back then @ and the boys spent several weskends hustlinmg dead trees apd cutting them up
into useabls fire wpod, With gut su; ly replenished I bredthed & sigh of rellief and revelsd In
the secure feeling the new wood pile gave me,

But mes it's gone too, and it's back teo the woods far more fusl. The deeper sned down there
len'"t golng to make ouk wopk any easiaer.

cush
True, our heating system doesn't cost much to suppert, but it sure takes a “heap of sweat".
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Backachel T doubt if medern man has xxmars axzsourziagxailment that gauses more fein, amd

discombort, and just ;plaim misery,

“If you think that's bad you should try childbirth scuetire,” vif @ comments as she
listens to my grunts and groans as I grope -ith .;'Ihiate:t siege from this censtantly resurring
torpentor.

"Thet's mot in the smme category," I arpue. "I'm talking about w sonstantly recurring
ailment. That leaves childiirth osut, or at least it should."

"I'= mot =m0 suie it does," wife replies, %Just leok at the housefull we have,* I'd
eill pregnancy around here & constantly resurring ailment."

’ I dop't think that's fusmy and tell her so.

My latest attsck came abeut three days mgo and gzrew Frogressively worse each fassing day.
It fipally got teo the point whare I couldn't lay witheut painm, sitting did not werk at all,
and to stand »ith any degree oy relief at all it vas necessary to hunch forverd te the peint
Wipare I almest fell on vy Face.

i all this

"Instead of prumbling and complaining,” rife Bug ested with & frown, "why don't you go
#nd pet & treatment,”

Doctors , like dentists, are not my favorite  epyle, sc 1 had been postgoning a wisit
sure in my mind that the thing would za tire of me and po away on its obvn accord. But apparently
this »ds not to be, Yesterday I fi ally aseught professionsl help, And I should have had iy
butt kicked for mot going sccmers Teday I feel like w mer person and vife apeersd ,"T toll vou.®

I've had attecks of backache for years, some severs mnd others more in the muisance catezery.
Years ago vhen I wms atlll farming, my dector used to tmbk blame it on field work astride the
tracter. [i® said nobedpds back wa= ceuld take all that bumpinp and prinding vitibut socme kind
of troubles

But mo that I spend enly & fev hourd & yeurp on the tmactor, I still get &l theze aches
and pains. But the dottor has & ne- line new,

"Lhen you conaider all that extra weight your spine has te suprert whit can y.u expectt®
is his lowowwit~all disgnosisg -

1  refer to veint the fiwr wccusing fing:r at o dfffevent ocupirit, work. Helsting
heavy Dy tales into the cattle feeder and busking lbgs ~ith the heavy eld MeCulloch doean't

do & thing for my pesture,

ARYWAY , oy excugs Sounds better.
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Hee that the winter snows have de;arted, finally, it's surprising how many tools and
other odde and ends have reawpveared, 4 hammer I'We coen looking for all iinter turned up
@t the base of & tree nelx the housw, drop ed there last fall by one of the kids whe, no doubt,
wid too pressed for time te return it to the shep.

Qur ssseftment ef forks and shovels seemingly alewys in short sup.ly amyeay, has gresn
by several pieces gnoe the Bner led't. I'm certain they suffered the sa=xe fate laat fall ek
thie hammers But try and get & cofossion out of the kids, You never saw so many blank leoks [
in vour life.

He scone. had the snok gone frou the garden and the tulipe were poking greem feelers up
frow the still fresty soll. It alvyaps emazes me that any plant life can prow @mder such
gonditions s

meTe

But net all the news .o goods The departing snor revealed & mumber of other 'umaightly
items such a8 windblown caate wper, fimy empty tin cans and teigs &nd branches blown frem the
trees in the winter storme. If I didn't lme~ betier I'd blame it on & dog, but »e don't have
one ANymOre.

H“t.hiu,g, can dirty up & larn and yard quicker then a jup v, I can =till remecber all the
bones, cars and other junk eur last deg carried up the the house, 'hat we gmokd mkased in
Bprin, cleanupy, the tetary lavnmewer f'o nd later.

s:ring cleamap, alresdy under +&y during the kide' Baster wacation, had better be very
thorough this year, It seems that during the iazt winter one of our hesifers, the ore vith

the leng horna, develoged the bad hablt of Jumping the yerd ferce wund runpirg locee arcdrd the

yerde Cne of the first tiwes zhe got locee she somehos got those "antlers* of hers rra ed
discarded
into & plie of vdiing t wine, shenm uneu +e tried to chase her back in #he tock off running

droj.ing etrands of teine all over the pprd., I've just giver the kleanup crew explicit
I didn't have to remind them teice
instructions to get all the tvine, makmdimaxizmm of the ungleasant task of unraveling string

mriyed inte the la-nmovwer blades,
drring cleanirg is one of the wost rewarding tesks of the year. The results are so ajarant

&nd 1t completes the changover from & sesson of cold ans snevetorzs to ene of sunshire apd

- s
gresn thirngs,

The teo little boys Just came bunning in theirxspes kaxkkgzes + ide eyed srd excited,

"There's & BIG flock of honers flying ri it over tie yardl" they chimed almost in unisom,

I ran out to leok and Bure encugzhe
they wope hﬂidj_nll torkh .,

The flock waspe
bquite a5 bip ws tfiey HEBiehio ot .



It al]l started Esster merning when eur youngest sen rldislnnirl-d; his big white rabbit., uUs
at the crack of dawm he breught the bunmy inte the heuse and set it en the kitchem fleer.

emiling breadly.

"Leck what I feund ," he announced te the reot of the famlly, "the Easter bunmy."

' The poor rabbit hiddled clese te the flesr scared half eut ef his wits and hardly meved a
musicle.
"I thimk he'is cenfused by kixm mll the attentien he'ls petting," I speculmted.

The bunmy &pent the entire .inter cesped up in & cage en the barm fleer amd altheugh he
had plenty te eat and had & coemi'ertable heme, he saw little of human sctivity during these leng
celd menths. His young master spent enly enough time each day te feed and water the crasature.
How all of & sudden he was the center of attentien.

The bunmy lest much of his fear whem presented with a stalk of xka celery and made himself
right &t home when the beys laid a carret en the fleer under his mese,

IH.IH; that Esster merning eplsede with the rabbit cuassd such a siir that the pabbit's yeung
maater and his elder brether decided te ge inte the rabbit business, right them and there.
. "waht de you mean 'the rabbit bisinsss'?™ ] wendered whem then announded their decisien.

", ell, ¥e are geing te get & femule and raise rabbita," they mnswered. "ie already moved

% courle of cages eutside in the sum and we knew wheee We can get a female already bred."
"whut are you geing te de with all the bagbbits ¥ou raisel" I asked, They leoked at
each -;:.htr snd shrugged , then lmmkad turned te me. "We'll keep em, I guess ," replied the oldest.

" khat absut eating them?" I asked, They made herrible faces. snd insisted they amx just
ceuldn't eat their pets. Altheugh I've been told mere than ence that rabbit is m tasty fare,
1 didn't push that issue amy further, The ides reeked of cannibalism, scmehow,

The boys had their hearts set en & rabbit from a fellew in tewn whe was chargping them §3
fer & bred female., ] felt they ceuld de better tham that since I had just seen gn ad in the
giveaway column efier img twe rabbits amd & hutch fer free. Se, having been caught up by their
enthusiunsm myself, I effered to centact the party with the free rubbits te ses what I ceuld got,

The heat has been on since I allowed myself te be placed Munder the gun®, se I guess tedw
Will have to be the day when I see &bout the free bunmies. With a little luck miy be Someone
else has wiready bewtem me te the punch and takem them, But them the beys will itill be on my

back,; I su.  eoe.

Since going bananas ever rabbits, the twe boys have bmmhm a8 the "Rabbit Erothara®
fTound e house. i
h
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‘,-{'_Ex_rul-:fi.lt 1o ever in 15 minutesl® wife yelled up the atalrway te eur habituml late riae
Saturday merning. "If yeu aren't li-l:ﬂ.nn. here by then I'm clearing ¥ of f the table and you cun
£e withjout!®

!" Her fatience had heem w»orn thin by ropeated culls for the kide te get up. Ome by one the
Bh&guﬂ down the stairvay wiplng slfe;y eyes and yayning.

I:_.:I-uturr-qur merning H‘:l nornal fer the entire family tef"mlecy inm". Hut sometives I think e
litl.'_l-.‘llﬁr would skip Saturisy all tegether if semeone didn't ¥m rqul,_i him outs A bhalf heur
after wife's Jlast call he finally eased dewn the dtairway , hair standing in el 1 directiens
and squinted st meg-the empty table threuph sleep avellen eyes. The discevery that wiils Ris
mether waan't bluffing abeut eleariny the table apfarently helped awaken him fully and he
shuffled of teward the bathreem mumbling te himaelf.

|' A @hert while later 1 spetied him lurking in the kitchen near the refrigerater, but net
dn.ring-, te ojen it fearing his mether's wrath. _

L?Hn.:,rbl if he mivees breaifast erce thatlll tesch him te En;‘,.:h-n the reet de, " Bhe reasse
still stioking te her guna.

l__'n- if'e is w sterng beliewdr in dm family tepetherness at mealtime and she seldem fails te
sceld strageclers claiming they ceuse extra work and bether that she can de witheut, Saturdey
is her main wush duy and weekly heusecleaning 1z alaes part ef the dafs Pregramy se she likes
e pet unde: oy B peon a8 pessible.

IL_.'! heard me prumbling or cemplaining frem sur unfed sen all merming and he sheved up right
oo time fer the noon meal., But I suspect that Le frecticed his highly develeped skill in
snitehing frem the gupbeards frem time te time during the Fereneon whieh prwiﬂﬁk snsugh fare
teo tlde him ever until the next meal.

i All the kida have bheceme expert sniftchers and evidence ef their clandestine visits can be
fluﬂ:- in every cerner eof the kitchem where feod is stered. One has beem caught in the kitchen
after midnight ledding up en goekien and bars te curry back te his "lair" upstairsz, The ides
whs te stash this beoly in his reem fer spacking during deays whem wife was unusually ebservan
and viaits te the kitvhen wemg would be teo risky.

{___-_'.I-"tlgn'dli.r mornings are usumlly filled with a flurry ef sctivity &t eur heuse, pide are
under direct erders frem their mether te clean their reoms and depesit their dirty clethes in
the back reem fer washing, Aftermecns wif'e mnd her appeinted kitchen assistant balce geodies

ts refill all the previeusly esmptded centainers vhile the rest dart in and eut
ef the kitchem snitohing =amples as they pass,



f

I'I The cloudy skels, ceel temperatures and seeg;y cenditions that have held spring at bay
the a2t Fev weeks naven't had the same sffect desn in the Minreseots Kiver Valley. Several ﬂlgl.":_
ige I drove dewo to our wesdland in the valley te zet & little exercise with the chain sav mnd i;l
rac atenished, te say the least, at the sight thut greeted me, 1{

The surrsunding hills and ravimes were lilerally cevered with three petaled vhits flevers,
Like a sef't whkim snewy blanket they mdorned the slejpes everywheres I've been teld by dhese whe
frofess te knes that these “esurly®irds™ of the wvild flerer -orld are blesdrsets, VFhem thelr

rectd afe pulled and braken ajart & el bDlecdy julge ssken frem the breaka. It's & very fitting
nEme .

I headed up & gradual ravine with head dewn te see What ether wonders I might find en the
ferest fleer. & shert way up the ravine ] came scriss a scattering ef dark red bletches pushing
up frew the carpet of leaves, ] lexmsdxm steeped dewn to pet & cleser lesk, It turmed sut these

tou cup sized

were the blesss of mnether wild member ef the Tlewer werld, the pesce plie. Esch bleem nestled
in the leuves with ne ether sign ef the plant visible.

Humereus ether plants were awakening frem their winter slumber umder a hmavy blanket of snew,
1've always besn famcinated by the many varied fermsef plant life that thrive in the weoeds, Amd
net ene ef these plants can be feund here in the greve areund sur farm. It's o tetally different
suvirenment.,

"I heard the snarl sf o chain sax just sver the hill se I climbed t o the—tep te sas What
wag hap ening. Dewn in the mext ravine & melghboring"weedsman @ was meking shert werk ef a ceuple
sld bexslders, I half walked and half slid dewn the ether side and we spent a Plessant heur

that filtered dewn threugh the still barren tree branches everhead
or se visiting in the wasm sunshine and serensded by & fleck of red cardinals, J% wWas a
steryhesk setiing and an aftermeen that I shallmt seen ferget.

It will prebably be mp last visit te the weeds fer m while at least a8 the river nearby
has risen te the peint where it is alresdy en the ceunty fead that abuts eur preperty. I dreve
through several inches of water as I left mnd the other day I heard that the read has been
clesed..

-apring and fall are the best times te wisit the weods. &5 in Summer swarms of starving
,meaquitees feast en Rmy :ﬁl bxx feclhardy sneugh te venture inte the dark, demp stillness.

hinter is ;h; a besutiful time of year #m in the weeds. Due te the tepPegraphy ef eur
preperty there s never wind of mny censequence snd m8 & result the snew fxkls kigh

tly-wnd
spttles seftly threugh the tree tejs and blankeks everything with & ceat ef f

Pluffy dewm. It is a veritable winter wenderlund, g




BT o i

e

. F I - e
o L N R

| "Anybody set im the field out your way?® 1 aaked & fplend the other day im town after two
dw;tf suwmehine and warm temps.

fl_"i_"nh,. cne guy wes out planting," he replied, & pric spresding scrose his face. "He planted
his ti-.;ntnr."—;

&;qunu. in our booth in the cofifee shop laughed.

'ﬁl fellov over east of town plapted his maure ppreader," another fellow volunteered,.

The farmgrs in our grou. sgreed that although the land aj ears dry in some places i¢fs still
foolbhaddy to venture out witn any kind of equijment. some farmers south of town where the seil
is lighter have mansged to get some small graim in the ground, but around here the bléck heavy
s0ll has ylelded to nng:un.

millaﬂ & smmll part of the gardem before the last rafne, but that e proved to be a
mistake, The sbil jm dried hard and lumpy om top while an inch or two down there 18 8t41) mud,
I gueds I just pot an sttack of spring fever that couldn't be controlled. The idea was to tear
up & little plece of the garden for some early onions and radishes, but =z persistent rains
Rakbadx followed and kept me out of the girden since.

tihiﬂing it was mbout time to try it again, I walked ocut to the tl.rdnrrr(Th'_t'f:hdf;' shovel
fnd tried & test dig. The sail still stuck Lo the shovel im sticky gobs. Guess I'11 have to
wait & little longer, But it's mot going to be emsy with the red lmk{ﬂf rhubarb already a
foot long and as paregus shoots half thet tall, Even .y wifds rese bushes are beginming to

leaf out. leckasx
fira

l And mnﬁ thﬂ:ﬂ-ﬁ}fthlt old nemesin, the lawn mower will have to be dragged out of the

th:f where it's been inggiAHSE exile since late lust summer. I kind of hate to think of all
to which

the Pl'ﬂllll,‘lﬁ'ﬁnnﬂur cln exfose & person. I4 seems to meke no difference whether the
meshine is old or mew (I bwe both), it still seems to take wicked delight im cmusing problems,

lliﬂml:.r beliewe that the person who came up with Murphy's Lew hed & lawnmovwer in mind,
You've hemrd of Murphy's Law, it's the one that ssys that if something amm (& lawnmower) cam go
Wpong, it will amd at the mmmk worst possible time, This is a lexnmover, mo doubt about 1it,

LI‘H- te change the subject, but just the other day I heoard a discussion on the redio concernir
varlations of the lawe. There scemm to be literally dogems of aprlications. I can think of =

most distant

couple of my own like, if & trector cam run out of Eas, it will plek ﬂiﬂpﬁiﬂ. from the yard,

IHE did yoa ever motice that whem you are Working under the hood of a gar amd dreop a wrangh,
it comes to rest wmdmmes far oup of l'uﬂl;dll posalible}
L]

| matts ope lex 1'4 liks to sse amend | y
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I was sitting in the auditorium, .1;11-1. af tha erovd that ww a-ai‘:i:-; tke dru‘l-i]:.E. I bwd
_ = Bum ke red
&bout- w 1ut¢n__f"r.:1:.kut.s in hand w1l slined se the vonbers could be quikkly cliscked ms the man up

ob the stage called khsmxout., the wimners.

I.i hush fell over the crowd &3 the man called out the first mumber, 95« 1 looked over my
tickets and the last cne bore thu_}_xu:rber.jﬁx I jumped to my feet waving the magle ticket and
yelled so the whole suditorium could hear, "I pot itl*

I hurried up to the fromt and at the foot of the stage ga presented my winmer,

| "ihat did 1 winf® I wondered breuthleasly.

"well, it's & cash prize, but 1 don't lnos how much," the mun smewersd. *I'11 have to sit
dosn ut the table and fipure it cut.”

| 1 valted dmpatiently ahifting from foot to foots @a he wrote numbers on & pad in front of h

Finally he looked up and spoke, "It looks like you just won $20.%

.'i:l:r.ly tvent y dollars?® 1 waksd complained, "Ch well, it's better tham nothing, I'11 taike
it."®

_sust as 1 reached for my prize, 1 woke up. It sas ull & dreas,

1 personally kmon people who have vom new cars in drawings and large cash prizes at cotnty
folr demwiogs givegways but just a1 wes about to cleim my share of the free cash, however ams
I wale wpe what rotten luck,

|I 1'nm one of those gullible people who never falls to return my "lucky™ numbers to mee if 1
"muy have already wom & prize® . And I wllays wipe thode darkensd spota with a moist fingertip
in hopes that my luelky number +ill shov up. But 1t never doew, o here I finally et my big
chunee, my nusder hus finaily turned up and it's all » dream; A bad one, as it turns out,

_' wif'e had mo sympathy for my j(redicament whin I told hers how elose I had come to atriking
it rich.

*fou and your goofy dresms," she laughed.

i-'_

'I I LOUKED U# from my itypesriter and into the newly opemed eyves of a baby kitten. My Eon jt
brought it in from the barn to show the Family. Qld Velvet, our snow while gt , deliverad =

oft the little critters in the bottom of the feod tank in the barn., Three lock like their m

inow white, one is @ milky gray and the other three are the common pray tiper stiiped vari®

ﬁld Valvrat Kea sdvem e soabk o 4V Enb @ wd Eg e a -



kikh ten Pfingera you ¥o ldn't think ons more of lsas weuld nake puch differemes. But whne
one 18 out of commieslon, empeeimlly the right indox finper, you're almegt an invelid, And it's
eomeiderably more serious if you are right handed &8 I am,

Up until the day before yesterday all tem of my fingers were healthy and happy. Then I
slammed ons in the car door. ‘.Ih!::m:-huru Were nine,

I was golng to & neighboring town to zet & part for the sprayer. So I lald the old prt
inthe beck wilxkix on the floor wmd with my left hand slammed the door, right on my finger.

. There was no pin only a feeling of surprise ma the finger wia: held faat by the tightly
closed door. Xxpk My firet resction was to pull it smesgpxitzs out of the quarter inch wide crack
between the door snd the edr body. But no luck, What & weird feeling to see your own finger
stuck in shuc & narrow crack.

I yanked on the door handle and the door opened releasing the imprisoned digit. The sight
that greeted me mearly turned my stomsch. There was an ugly deep cut slightly over an ineh long
and it looked to be almost &8 drep. Since my hand were still full of grease and dirt from daking
the part off the sprayer, this too, was pushed into the gaping wound making ti all the uglier.

I'm not one to go rum-ng ti the doctor every time I cut my self, but this time I lmew without
& doubt it was & omsax cass for the family physielan and his meedle &nd thread.

g0 I rounded up the wife and we headed for the c¢linie with me gripping my injured hand with
the other as the pximx initial shook wore off and the pain sct in. A= wife can and will readily
agree, I'm not & silent suffere#. khen something hurts, I heoller.

"Listening to all that momning and grosning and seeing all that blood all over kind of
made me sick to my sbomech," wife told me after the visit to the doctor.

If-hln we got to the clinlec the receptionist eooly informed us that there were no doctors
in just then and that we had better get offer to the hostpital emergency room.

*All this just to get a finger sewed up}" I compimined,

| "Guit your grumbling and let's get over there," wife scolded as she fulled me toward tie door.

"Do you think he'll have to sew it up!™ I wondered as wife drove ower to the hospital. "Maybe
they'll just bandage it and let it go at that," The thought of someone sewing my flesh together

made me ®ick,

"Do you think they'll freeze it before sewing?® T guestioned wife omes mgain.

UThey'11 freeze it," sbe assureds me.
The thought of & needle terrified me.
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,."I "ihat's for supper?® I asked walkding into the kitchen the other evening. Wile hed just
E,-ﬂ‘t-':tl-. bome from her town job amd I figured she wapr &t aupper like usual,

/'I'I mot makd p supper tonight," she snnounced confidently,. "We're polnp cut to eat."

E 'h;ll, then, vhat'a coocking en tis atove," I womdered suspecting a Flot.

_I._{_:jrhiu ia for the kide, VWe're polrg out."

_'I I pould tell by the tome of hor volce that there wes 1itile hops inchanging her ming. B
I tried anyway,

|||' "I've bee. oul im the field al]l day and I'm tiped,* I pleadod, "I Just dom't fael like
t_uin; anywhores ht‘.-j!;r don' we postjome it till mext weekl™
I'I. But my ettempt to persusde her was Futiles She was bound ind determimed to est out.

ij"l'-ull if it hak to be, "I surrendered, "wheee wre vo going?"

III "I'%o had w eraving for plzza all dey ,* she explained. "ihy don't we po to tHut [Jece r.*;l:
e thet pocd ;._._uh and if wWe go oariy enousn we aws do Suues shopping bafore the atores close,

| a Mittle irritated.

. "Shopping," I wondered "what dimk kind of shoppimg do you hive to do now again?® It sem
nI-E:.-_l,r. time you go sho,plog I wimd up broke,®

L:hilll if you and your ldda wouldn't eat so much every dey," she shot beek. "Asd you need
uuﬁar;ﬂt.. fTou're alvygs hollering that you can't find any underwear}®

L%n_-,r, golng out shoping for undervear sure wedn't my idem of & mipht out withy my glrl. B
that?s oy wife, Always being practieal.

|!_.:iu we had cur pizza end I heve to mdmit, it was dellcious. But by the time wWe finished ar
got to the store, it was closed, So mo unde;wear. .

[ o . from n:_h oo

| "You'll have to shower with your underveary " wife laughed.

[__I didn't mppreeiste hor cracks
L] & L

|I SLAMMING MY finger in the car door last wesk wis mn expensive ms well as peinful imiident,
By Simce no doctors were at tithe elinfie when I came in, theyr sent me to the hospital SmET T EnE Y
rooms Am itemized bill came today from the hospial. It imcluded sush goodies as two setz of
surgeons rloves for §2.50; a stiteh sot for #§6 end apother §2 for the strings and the nurse
that cleaned the dirt and grease cut of the wvoumd pot another §é. Considering the pain shs

chused me, I should have potten paid.

-l_:tobnl bill.for the hoaFital was ... & <4 R a Weeald g IR



One morning last week I was wvgkened abruptly by w foghorn toot mmk followed by loud cries
of “hti;'. The cries were comins from the pole barn, | ife wno was awake, heard them o0

“The Jescock is saying gam 'Good Memigm Morning'" she explained noting the puzzled expressior
onmy B oo

"That's rignt," I renesbered, * e have gen fowl again.”

.o had located ® pmir & fer days earlier and brought them home locking them in tie mxp
vacant role barn till they got used to their ne home.

wife's sistor and her husband stey ed in one evenlny and told us of a farmer they lmew
wWho Qnd poa forl for sale and at & reasonsble prices [ e hed been looking for replecements since
our original pair wed died tuo sinters bicks. The entire famil; had missed the bold strutting
and loud eries the gock made us he circled the yard on his regular daily rounds. By havéng =
jadr we nad alvways hoped to risse our oen replacements &nd miybe & fer 1o nell, but our hena
had & bad habit of dying just as they were r¢i=ﬁiﬁg laying age. ! had four different hens
for our coclty but all died.

v ife hud mized feelings mbout vur new pea forl, but she Finmlly gave her ap rowal, Although
ghe hated to admit it, she mimsed them as muoh as the reat of the family did.

Qur old peagock hed & W nasty -habit of ewthng the early spring flosers in »ife's garden.
and then when strasberries begen ripening he ssitcned to thewm furthilg inveking =ife'awrath,

Altheugh he wiy quite tame, when wife took after him with the proom to save her stravberries
old pescock would beat & hasty retreat often seekisg refuge on the house tcpe Onee he tried
verching on the TV ardal but found it too flimsy to support his bulk and came crashing down off
the roof in & flurry of leathers avd noise,

He »as & real charscter. lie had undisjuted rule of the yard, At first the banty roos ters,
alva-s felsty and full of fizht anyuay, tried to dispute his cleim to their domein, but hed te
retreat nhem ne flexed his muscle mgainst thez,

Even the pulnea foul who are alvays quick to defend their rig ts from all femthered challengs
challengers, gave vay to nis demands,

e loved hémans and guickly ‘pecane & family oet, hile no one could walk right ur to hi=z
and touch, he would folloy jeople around the ywrd dxzmagn lust to satisfy hie péeinesa. He

wlewys had to know enat was polngon in his kingdoo.
fils ne= xxpkmawm successor to thne throne s1ll huve bip tragks to £il11,




o gfou drove right over Swab goqeb-ol® wife oo loloed oo 2We%T, yturndng to lock out the beigk

hinrln-_h of the car.
<+ © ught 8o too, and opened the door to lock back behind the car ms it mlowly rolled to thmx
& stol.

| & were driving beck froo New Ulm cne day and vere drosaing the Minnesota River Valley on

@ well traveled road. kR Only problem vas that about halfesy across the valley the s rainswolle
riverf had begun to creep asocross the roed in frent of us, . ater about teo irches deep wms flowi p
lazily scroes the road for about a 50 foot stretch and o car whead of us had stoired imysurEy
while tie driver surveyed the situstion. Eesitent te croas through the water; the driver pulled
his car over to the pide to &llow me to fmas if I wished.

\alvays one faxxm with a fleir for sdventure I hesded the car into the water while wife
lt.iff;nud in the seat beside me, The water wus clear end it was azrarent the road was still gafe,
As Wie car moved slowly through the flowing water I sictied about s hafl dogen large garp

'I-rig,t:urm:-uuly mddling scross the rc-.d.llﬁi:a:d GE—tre-opr, L-Irrt- rad Buccessed in erosaing in the
shallow water exce t ommxmx for one stregzlers It hed mangged to reach the center of the rosd
Just &: Fxamx ve came by and 1 falt & thump s the frnnt *heel hit the pig fish,.

v et h
AE we looked back to sees -l-hu.thn- n-_irl: w& had htt;.tt. we s&* the moving water curry the

in:l:un‘-d cArjy back to the sidp of the road end into deeper wuter, It was splasning and flapping
i3 it disappeared into the deei dark water,
| In the yeurs I've been driving I've menaged to hit slunks, gorthers, rabbits, doogs , cats,
nhhlﬂnl bnd even & goose or two. But mever heve I driven over a fish!
"«ell, vhat do you expect to run ove: wien you érive throush the river,® wife laughed .

e,

M CUMLE OF EER& 80K ve soquired a (edr of ppaforl and had locked thex in the pole barn
to give thew & ghance to get used to their nev romes But one morning they mansged to break out
and the last we sar of tnem they were flyloy @cross the field toeard the neizhbor's prove, The
kide and I searched all oyer the neighbtorhoed but mever caught a glimpse of them.

| Then one evendny last week one of the kide came running into the house wide—eyed, "The
puu;u]m are in the brooder hou.e rogsting with the cBickens,"

(And suie eno.zh, somehor they had found their way back hcae after & weeks absence, And now

they have taken u) residemde in the thick cover of tne g_h‘i"l'a and are seldom Been, But at lemst
h they are backs == =



‘he forecast for the wesk was olear skies and mild wemthers Cerfect time to cut the
alfalfas ] pot the moxer on the tractor,aed gremsed it uy and sharpened the slckle, The morning
sky was: still bright and clear and held the promise of & perfect hay day.

2¢ I went to work and iy mocn I hed the thick stuff downs It was going to be & heck of
& crop and I sure the keatherzan lmew vhat he was talking about as the sun gloved brightly in
the poonday siy.

But oy late afternoom clcuds had begun to form in the weat and by evenlng the sicles were
threatenings I went to bed that might with my fingers crossed. At mbout 3 gam ax I waz jolted
arake by & loud crash, It was théndering and a minute later I could hear rain splashing against
the window, My hay crop vas getting its aonual bath,

Kext day I was pemsdning my bad luck te & neighbor.

"Look st it tuls way," he smileds M At lewst you'll have clean hay now,"

THEY OALLED IT o "slumber® partys. I locked the word up in the distéomary end fournd the
definition of the work 3Sslumber", "To slecp BRightly® it said,

.all, the aix girls u; in our daughter's rocm the other night did just that, I deubt
if sanyone ever slejt more lightly than they. There g8 gﬁﬁi:: Fast midnichte I finally
fell msleep only to awake azain at about 3:30 a,m,

The party we- still golng on with laughing and giy lings I nidged wife whe was also
v akes

".hen are they poing to wuit and go to sless,” I mumbled mleepily.kmxxkinx

She leamsd up on one elbow Emdxdivexiwdxhay facing the stairway mext to our bedroom door
anl yel.ed a8 louwd as she could, "If you girlis den't be quiet and zo to sleep, vou're all coming
dosn here right now and clean straxberriesl™ The kids had just lcked a couple of large
hewlaful the eveming beflore and they mtill needed cleaning and »ashing.

wife's threat resulted in dead silence and we didn't hear another pesf the rest of the
night, But by 6 mem. when we got ug, they were at it sgain,

Midmorninmp wherr the girls had all been taken back to their wes;ective homes I asked cur
dayghter if her party had been & auggess,

"h, we had lots of fum and we're planning another one for next week," ahe bubbled,

it someons alse's house T ho e," I added.

L.d
0y Dad, it T

prmidea'd wme EEE T el el
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It was ome of those weeks. I could see 1t coming lute lmst week, The hay was down, the

our seven wores of
thistles were theatening to take over a sizeable pottiocn of ¥hm cugumbersfimid, snd the cattle
were seskdng greener pastures in the neighboring fields,

.El.rI:r Monday merning we decided that the weed problem in the cucumber field was the most
critical and should be dealt with first. 8o I began cultivating and the kids took out after the
thimtles with hoes, 50 far so good.

Later that day we headed for the hay field hoplng to bale and stesh the first eutting from

of brome wnd mixed grasses
& neighbor's vesent pasture, It was a beswtiful crop that had stood head bigh im places and now
gave of f a :::;.: of & sum cured mesdow,

But the baler kmdx seemed to have other ideas., Chaims broke, blets tore and bearings gave
oul to the point that it took until Tuesday evening before we got shat should have been onply one
day's work sccomplisheds

Welnesdsy mosning I and the kids began construction of & mew fnece Sround & new area of
Mmature in hopes the catile would be satisfied with a new spot im whish to graze., It really
wasn't mew to them ms they had been jumping the fence every day anyeay end grazing here.

But hednesduy afternoon the fencing Froject got asidetrecked when & representative of the
cucumber processing firm for whieh we grow umder contrast, came out to chesk out erofs He was
even more disappointed with the fields than I had been. The stand had been saverely thinned by
cutworms, beetles and whatever else hates cucumbers to the point whe:e our hopes for a good crop
were all but gone. I, reccoomended that we get right to work and replant the entire aevem scres.

"Your're chances of a good erop are better if you replant than if you go with this planting,"

F he wdvesed shalding his head,

1 had just finished spraying the field for bugs mot an hour before he drove onto the rlace.

"That spraying isn't a total loss," he sdded as if to consile me; ® 64 leiot these buge won't
be mround to bother the mew crop." ]

I sent one of the boys to the field with the travtor and disk while I limed up the planter
and got ready to put in snother erop. By Thursday afternoon the mmxxaxsFx second crop (our last
chance at the hig mondy ) was ine And it was time to bale scme more hay .

The baler pounded out 11 bales just like clocleiork and then kxmx broke down. A chain had
brokem. Two hours later with the chain repaired we set out Sgaime This time it mmw made one bale

before the chuin broke again, By the time repairs were made, it was dar,
Hexi morning just s we were ready to head for the field it :t.art-d ﬂ rain.
e .

_what are you ponma do mow deyT, of the 1ittle b s, Y e e =R

-
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S8aturday morning. The beginming gff the weekend. The way I see it Saturday should be &
kimd of special days A duy to do some of the smaller jobs aroumd the plase that have been
jushed off all week, gradually winding down as the day wears on. The end result should be a
lieaurely emd to the week . Then the mext day, Sunday , cam be spent just taking it easy.

But this pest Saturday sturted ocut all wromg to be auch a day. First eatastrophe to strike
involved the pldest soms He had just walked o ut of the bouse, jumped in his gar and headed to
tovn Emx to his job.

I was startled when he wiklked into the house & fer minutes later grumbling.

".hat's the matter!" I aaked shoving another forkful of pancakes into my mouth, "How come
jrnu*r; bae ki®

"The wheel broke off that darm carl® he exclaimed excitedly. ™I had just turned off the
drivewsy und on the road and all of ® sudden he front of the car fell dowm on the road. The
wheel broke right offl®

"«ell, you better get golng so you won't be late for work," I adwised, "Take our gar and
got going. 1'11 see what I can do mbout your's."

Quickly gulping down the rest of my pancakes and nearly drowning im my cup of coffee, I
hurried down the road to survey the damege, The wheel was off allright amd jammed up under the
fender and the bumper lay on the road.

1 headed ower ¥ha to the neighbor snd borrowed & tractor with a three point hiteh. e
Using & chaim we hooked the front of the ear to the hitch and rimsed it up off e road. The reet
was easy. 1 hauled the car up on the place and dro ped it of f mear the shop for the repair jobd
that would follow.

A call to wowm insured that pirts were awailable so I sent wife to town to pick them up so
We could work om the cuar &s scem a8 we had & chance.

nith that problem 211 solved; youngest son came to me with a long face,

"I got my fish line tangled in the high lines by t e yardlight post,® he mosned. He had
Just énthm i omew rod and reel the day before and was practicimg his ecasting. Af'ter pleking
around for m while I finally retrieded the line. Wwith & mylen line there was nio danger of shock .

Havi g unhooked the line I fipured it was time to give the young fellow some pointers on

how to cast. I stretched back and whip ed the rod forward!//fK4/ at the sams time calling his

attention to the projer method I wus demonstrating, The line snaked out high mnd far end wra; ped



itaelf snugply around the high line againe I hesrd snickers from the spectators gallery sm

1 cubsed softly to|mys#lfl.

It wesn't 8 ajm. and already the day was radng Bour.
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_’II I'm mot exsctly sure how it harpened, but our ferm is mekeckes tumning imto = "laber m'.
B'l'ﬂ-!-ﬂ_ﬂi;!lg ut 6430 fum. cars, pickups and motoreyeles turn into our driveway me jarents, grend-
rarents and big brothers bring their youngf# charges to our farmyard for assignments in area
farmers' bean fields.

.'I_E'E culled mapx "bearwalking" and until the seedcorn comjmnies begim culling workers imto
their fields, it offers the Mgzest s and often only work opportunity for lockl youth, and the
my isn't bad either, This year fmm many of the farmers have besn of fering §2.50 an hour to
gocd crews, Not bed money for £8f Ikids who haven't resched their teens yet.

.'I Qur lsvolvement started a couple of years back when our family resched the sge and rhysicia

e wrest wstubborn
size where they ecould successfully lﬁfil,{u'uhlﬁur plant from the soil. ke firet used the
froe services of & "mini employment® office in our local town run by the state to help coordinat
arailable workers and jobs, But cur kide becane restless if they didn't get called every day
80 wife plaged am ad ini the locul paper for more jobsy to fill the idle Tﬁl. The ad worked
and the lkids stayed eyem a little busier than they wanted to be. /A= each succeeding season

r
cane mAny farmers called back and wented ocuk cres sgaine. As job offers came in and the work

piled up, our kids began inviting their fikende along., Anmd thbe is the way the thing prew.

i & ome
| This monring for example, we sent & crev of 14 out to a farmerd x@puxxnl of ewr rezulars

didn't shov tie—mesadng for warious reasons or else there could have berm almost two dozen
ready to go.

| And the kide seem to love ite They work togetber with all their Friends and 4wy seen to
have & good time inspite of the hot humid weather. At least they show up every day. And Ix
we haven't heard amy complaints from the farmers about the kids' work, It's hard to believe
that & project inwolwing ;nnm iflde ean work 4o smoothly.

Sometinmes there are little annoysnees like, for exsmfle, the other day. The kds came
back from & muddy field and tracked inte wife's #reably scrubbed kitchen to call their parents.
She handed them & brow and invited then to remove their shoes from now en before coming inte
the house. HEut they took it all in stride and eleaned up the floor before leavinga

,II But mil this beamwalking hes been ciusing me problems, I dom't have any help arcumd here
I"\-_-

Aymores Ixkawm fe have seven wore ® of cucumbers that meed hoeing, bad. The kids startsd one
evening and did an scre and & half, but haven't been able to get back. And After & day in the

beagfislde I haven't the heart to semd them out to hoe pickles, But it'1] work cut samehiow,
L #ife and 7 fael a

; chance to eurm, and spend, their own money will pl 0 important
m_Wg_rmi..g ufs : " B PacS

|



Spring is the usual season for young to be borm or hatched on the farm. But around
here spring came & little later than usual,
several

In fact jus the other day imm puinea hems hatched out broods of younge The kids had been
watching the nesate for weeks wondering 'hen the old girls would settls down and take cars of
the hatching. Heats were literally runmimg ower with eggs but still the hens Wouldn't set.

Finally ome day, it must have been the weather or something, most ¢f the hems disappeared
from their usual roumds on the yard. Kids went out to cheek the many mests scettered aroumd in
the grove and foumd most covered by a brooding hem.

Yoaterday our youngest som went out to the garden to dig a couple of hillsof potatoes for
sup er and xrompkyx was promptly and forcefully drivem out of the garden by em irste zuinea hen
lea ding & brood of keats,

"She flew right at me and I wasn't gonne stay around there amd get scratched up," he ammpiximm
ixplﬂnd after making & beeline for the safety of the house. kg loocked cut the windew goward
the garden and watched for a while as the hem walked aroumd nervously chattering im her shrill
voices The keitz had all wamished from sight no doubt warmed to sesl cover whem our som stumbled
accidently into her domain,

It took & good five mimutes before she dounded the "all clear" and &xx from nowhere her brood
rerssembled REspxdxherzx &nd began catohing garden bugs.

This morming I wav him carrying a long stick &ro md the yard apd when I inquired he explained
that it wag for protection. He had just been sttacked by thres guineas a8 he wallked threugh the
Pesture.

Another mewborm family appeared on t e yard several weels ago. Oldest son has a peir of tiny
white call ducks and the hen juxkx had just produced a new family of goldne duclklings. The family
hes been roaming the yard since hatohing and the young mow are fesathered out and resemble their

ilmost hourly
snoW shite parents only in miniature. Thelir anties as they batheim a kikxkx pool of dirty water
laft by the recent rains has lﬂl.lﬂﬂd.}ttﬁruﬂ‘h’.rl family.

s%veral clucks have left their nesta, mow empty of gggs, but no one has seen the results yet,
A hh;:; old crested polish rocster hes been taking care of most of the hens around hers so welrs

#ll wondering what the offepring will look like,

Tvo ducks mre still sitting on meats in wife's flower bed slong the house and as far e snyone

cin tell, they will be the last g h&tch,

So With
dojarted our Pays, August on our deorate) 8iring has finaliy



=

"Only three more weeks and school starts again,” our 1%3-year-old daughter obssrved the other
diy .
W "fou sound glad,® I commented moting the smticipation im her voice.

I am!" she retumned. "IT's sc boting &round here. There's nothing to do since detasselin;
is dame and I-unu-nlking_ ke over."

"I think there is plemty to do," I remarked listing & mumber of jobs that I had hoped to
finish, with the kids' help, before school started

"Thmax Your jobs are no fum," She added. " I mewn like detasseling with & bunch of kids,

he have ® good time out in the fields,"

Fun or mo funm, 1 pednted out that shingling, painting and picking pickles were necessary
Yovils" mnd that I didn't  articulmrly like them either but they atill hai to be dme.

r Illl-.ught.qr giave me one of her disgusted locks and stilked off into the kitchem to begin one
of her "fun® joba, washing dishes.

As w kid I can't remember every wanting summer wacation to end so I could get back to echool.
Tne:e always were plenty of things to do in thosd days and they werem't all fum either, but never
80 bad that I wished schook would startl

The summers of my boyhood seemed a0 long #nd now summer (es:es so quickly and it is the
Winters that seemx to lust foreser. Icy roads, snowstorms, cold mornings whem cars den't start,
and frogen water pipes in the barn; who heeds them?

But like 1t or not, you can tell sumuer iz passing, There are the usual signe. Those 1ittle
bugs that chirp in the stubble fielde amd along the roadside in the evening,"Barvest bugs " we
c&ll them, are & sure sign that summer is waning; birds are seen inm flocks aitting on the high lim
lines or swarming over a tasseled field of corn; sweet corn in the garden s ready and potatoes
are being dug regularly for meals; and the cool evemings lately all give warming that fall is om
the way.

Fall is a lowely time of yera arpund here but it is so short livedl

| Winter, in spite of its faylts, is not all bad. It provides m respite from the many hasales
of summer on. he farm. It's & time to reflect and plum mext yeur's sctivities. Anmd it always
ia & good time to catch up on resding, if you're so inclined.

| MAyhe that's why winter seemisc long, BHec®use it is & period of immctivity compared to
the sumner months.
But maybe the varisty provided

the
Such & nige plage to livae, d ever chenging

Sed8one is what majes Minnegsota
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There was a line & mile long and Tapigdes warned the wife that T had mo intention of xochesddo
knrsomiwvkxkinaxeny baling in the sum for am hour just to get a ride on the roller cosster. she

smiled mischievously and grabbed my arm,. "Your's mot roing to chickem out. If I can take it

80 can you."

' My deughter had me by the other arm and so where gould I run?! I decided to humor them for
.-\-"—-
& little while longer.
' For the pust week mll I hed heard was “Dud, ;.rnu‘f-_:- going to take & ride om the roller

coaster with us whem we go to V lley Fair."

,'..'Lml I had gone along with their Plnti Inc;t- ;u:;a whether or not I 'Ilﬂ.;?g-c:i.;lg f..ll.:r let them drag
ma to my dooms.

| But there we stocd et the end of @ line of some 200 Weople and eich time it movwed shead, wife
Hml_& pull oo my srm to make sure I wasn't thinking of nuuﬁng. About 45 minutes went by and we
hed advanced up the reamp to & ﬁuiut oear where the cars loaded., T could ses the "yictims™ board
the cars, their facea clouded with apprehention,

Ome of tie older boys ¥ho hsd Been to the mmmusement park two days earlier and potten his
fill_:f wild rides, advised me manfully that there was nn'l.;&.ng to fears "It's really fun,” he
laughed, "But den't sit in the beck seat," he cautioned, " you really g;t & Wild ride there."

It ull-ul time to board and the attenddant motioned wife and I to the second last gar. At

least it wasn't the very lest one, but jmmk it proved to be just as bad, ¥ ' !
__"ihun: you go over those hills," our son said motioning toward the high sput.uﬁ. " the back
cars jump right off the %$racks, so hang on tight."
IIi Ch boy, that's all I had to hear. ke were all seated and be attendant had -ﬂli:ll-'ﬂd the bar

doun in front of us locking it and I wa: trapped,

"Well, there's no chickening out mov," laughed my son from the seat behind me.
Li tried to igmore the dsmrt aleck.

@m it Wes time, The cars began to roll. ipmux Down hill)-,u:l arcpund the bend.and them we
wers heading upard to the top of the highestpoint on the track. About halfway @p T turned to
the wif'e who was laughing beside me and remarked," If I could get this bar up, I'd bail out right

[ ]

now." And I think I redl ly meant it. Thia was going to be awful, I just lmew it, How did I

hﬂr.gﬂ- talked into doing something so stupid, I wondered as hie cars neared the top. T ventured
& glance oger the edge and down and my stommch turned over,

| LR



.'I B, W e rﬂ-nhzl the top, thelcars leveled epd we 2tarted dowms I couldn't believe wha

was only abou} 45 degrecs i seemed .lu:rn': 13
forward
wiy|from our deats mnd dashed to pin:aa,tﬂ:

happening, Although the sctual le of descen

EL’E

20 for a moment|] thought we Would all be
on thp ground,

IIII t down we £flew st & Bieks

in our facds and a defemy deafening roaf in

our efrd. ke bottoped ocut end & iywerd bound fpain ascending the mext rise|at a

FTearfil pace, I wad sure we woul
| interrufpted her sa

[ {ife stanpmt just
| $uddenly we wege downward b

orbit whem we [hit the top,.
augh hystericq4lly a8 I moandd," I wgnt my dema,"
» then around |the cormer at fu Plu:- that wodld

have tolled any ecar |over om & hi
| [If there's anymore of this, I'm getting oulf,™ I vowed aldud,
f: clught & phm [brisf glinprﬂh-: of the treck ghead just befd u_:{;'uj'rpﬂ ot of sizht for|the
third {time and it rr.nd&dlauf'hmincknfln a gerpent I hafl saeen on TV chce.

wd vl sed

lbur son had before the ride that when we went dowm| it ¥ould hel if we let out|a yell
: Ve LNNOWY ALVa v INNOWY ALV

NOLLYHA4O

or something,. It seemdd to relieve the pressure, I did, msskw so loud that the fellow in the cur
with a worried look

ahead turned h.nll?'{tn aee if I had expired. 081y

IJ|I:il'!.:ml:r.:,r ¥We rounled the lest corner and gro nd to & stop at the loading station, It was ovar.

I climbed out of the car on rubber legs and nearly collapsed, It took 15 mimutes to Qa'i“ﬁl
"land legs" back.

W I\ ' o)
I'.:I.fa. Who un:til now hed reserved any comments, admitted that it was the wildest iimg ride
ey IS
she had ewer taken in her life,.
'{1{] 12(] 3y
h
I' But tadayx mow, a day Iltz:rn e hng: agruFthl.t"Tf ﬂ:g nmrhmw ever fresented itaelf
IS -n.M Odd JAUO)SNT)

again, we just might be persusded to try it one mere tiem.
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|II The tire was flat oa the plokup again. This was getting to be & hablt lately. It seemed
L
everytime I wanted the piekup for am-t.h:l.nguﬂr-t I had to pump up the tires So this time

I changed the wheel &nd put the spare om. Tomorrow glkgeered 1'd take the pgot apart and
Fatch fue hole that sust be in the tube.

b. next day it waj time to sturt lsading pickles fmmmx for the long haul to the graging
atu.i.iuu-,-md guess whatl The other reat tire om the pickup was flat.

-JII So 1 started fixing the first flat tire like I had planmed to do earlier in the day but
bomed :ur gottem around to. Sure emough, the tube had & hole which I petched. I blew the
tube up apd checked for leaks over in the water tank. A rov of timy bubbles oogzed from the
Place I hag just patched,

j Irrituted, I pulled the pateh off and replaced it with another mew one. Then I retes taef
lgli: This time the patch job held, but amother leik showed up om the opposite side of the
tube. Mumbling to mywelf I traumped back over to the shed and fatehed this hole then returnsd
to the water tamk. The tubs pessed the test and I put the whole mess bac it topether and on
the truck confident that everything was in order except for the m.'fllt tire which I intemdes
to fix the mext day.

III The boye helped me lomd the pickles and I parked the truck near the back foor of the house
intending to head for the station right after Bup ere As 1 washed up for supper I hap efed
glance out the window doward the trusklosd of plckles. Dermed if that gtupid tire waen't flat
ggaind

with mo spare available snd & load to haul I did the only thing I could think of, blew

e " N e
up thetire and h-’éi—inr {;u Plolke station about 15 miles away, Before leaving I made sure
the Hf:fu hid the OB bese &tation turned on in the house so 1_r_£n3n I had & proclem om the road,
help was within reach., But I got lucky and made it inm with my load. Right after the boys ard
1 finished umlosding, the tire went Flat again, Lugky the station operator had am sir tank
filled amd handy,

anwhile wife called the statiom and maked ms to meet Her in the next town g5 she was

running some errgmds that had beem neglected for a whils, The tire held on the trip over to
uut;;h'ﬂ and I mrked the truek next tan-r,iﬂgu station with & long air hose, just in case.

I:‘E_I.:.ru enough, whem we got back & couple of hours -tlipemst after dark, the tire was flat,

it:ththﬂ hose 1:“ handy and in no tiue I waa ready to roll for home, Oply truchle was the head=
ghts wouldn't go on, 3o 1 drove hﬂqfﬂ&nﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁ_ with wife followirny me closely with the car,



o

S0 I peaded 1o town

- Lrﬂuk spent the night im ita jusual spot bebfird the house, gnly on mew U

just ¢ame

/1
in with fgjpit of news," Irad, gpuesa wha

} [ ssterdey morgdng I cheaked

the lights amdi|/they worked again. Mo ides phat had beem rrrnngs,

"or & new ael 4f tirea, fad

With all thig flat business.

There's & flat tire on the truck again.®

#
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Mother was prinding axey fxmm furlously ai the peneil sharomar putting fine pointa on
up and down the stairs and
% dozen or 50 pencils while kil run bagk and forth mmdé through the house locating lost books,

notebooke ard related items necessary for the first day of school.

Most of Bhese same articles were tossed into & fur cormer after the last dey of school
in
thimxpaat May and hadn't been seen or heard from since.
lest spring

1 distincltly remember urging the kids toput their school stuff awey for the summer in
ithout & hassls
& pafe plage preferably in thedr rooms, so it ecould be foumd when sehonl started arein.
But it was the same old ratrace this year that it's bheen since the firet of our brood left
for school a dozen or so years ago.

firim Af'ter the kids had left wife and T sat down for & relaxing cup and reminisced a
bit «» This was the laat t::;::rlll 8ix of our brood headed for schoocl. Dur oldest will
graduste next apring and one after ancther the rest will follow until in just & few uu:l:u:::urﬂ
11“1:-1!11“ their school days hehind them. O4llege 48 not in the plams of our oldest.. S54il11
undeaided mbout his future, he has been considering golngen o a vocational school or Ry be &
hiteh in the service.

Our daughter #1311l talke about becoming & teucher although she still has her high school
,)’ﬂrlt.lhnlﬂ and her older brother has exjressed scme intereat in Bludying law,

The other day he came to me with a surprising statement, "Dad, you know what I've bean

doing before I go to sleepy at night! Reading some of your old law books, Boy, is there some

complicated stuff in there!"
*Do you understand anything of what youtre r adingl® I asked,
"I don't kmow, but I think so," he smawered.
he talked about cureers in the legal jrefession apd how miny years of collepe and law

sgchocl ley ahead if he should decide 'n that route., But the possitility of years of hard study

just before starting

didn't seem to bother him. He has aiwyas enjoyed a challenge. Ip fuct Emfmxmxkmxgek tohigh
there

s¢hool he was worried thatxks wouldn't have emough to do because hmxhmdxhexrdxfyrax his older
had told him
brother how easy it was to get through with a minimum of effort,
Upe of the older boys still talks about driving a deisel truck memxihmxxamt while the two
little boys think farming would be the gpreatest, Dfiving tractors holds & special appeal for

hﬂt-h M‘ 'H:le.

The ldds in this country sre truly ¢
: ortunate when you sensider the endlese garser opportunit
e Lo thite  wroulde Su hiow do you ek onel P
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E Jif'e mug; osted Tne ether day Tha I go inte the appliance repalr busineas,

E;-u'n eertaimly getten ensusk experience here at hege,” she quipped trying fard
ta ..q;;uia & grin. “apd think ef all the money you csuld make,®

IIllus.lnil. 1 dan't kmew sbout the money end eof it, but she iz right abeut the experience
-Ipt:i:lig with laundry appliamces.

&t‘tﬂ: absut 12 yearas of washing fer a feaily ef airht, sir sld autsnutic washer
Wiy stewing signa ef giving up the shest. Heces ard belta wers rattin. aad ‘nriaim:_i_nl;,

wafi s

switchea had to be peplaced fres time te time and ‘the wober bturnel 5.1 meet = o
sdelng wnsbher 490 sxpeasiture mecesasry .

E eng 4&y wil'e case hoae {ren tewn with the anmsumiement Lh.L she had ERRRy ed
Lo moquire & matched washer wrd dryer frew a Frivite party. o©h yes, &k they were in
posd shape, she waisured me, And the pr:l._nu certainly sewnded reassnabls eme gh. S such
w6, im fact, that I becume just w Fittle suaploisus,

& I hesked up the Lue whekled trailer ene evening mnd wemt in te pick up wife's
treasures, The units appearsd te be in Very pocod ceplitiew and the previeus owmer assured
me Lhat they had bees im use until the presspt. The Furcha o of i mew waaher wid déryer
h&d broygil sbyut the saie of e eld uaitss

Lill We hauled thea home aod imetalled hew in the Yaundry rea thisking we could mow
discard our eld washer and déryer. But it was ast ta Le,

!Er.: wigner paEmpiye: prewpily blew a Fute wrd gm thenm anether, After several heurs
ol timkering I sugpested that my wife use her sld michine for a little while lemger umtil
1 had mere time te lock at the mew srrival, S¢ thove they miped sise by side with the old

huﬂh;é; dulig Wll the work zod the replacement leoding wm Az taking Up apace.

hi s

=T
!_hm.thn wanl by asidiene day the old amch!ne aluply pave up aind refuysd te wedituts ind

+ for

Spin aralin, The time lud ceme tn make Lhs replacesent woari.
i 2 Darz = ek
[#fter several mere holurs ef tlnkering, the replecas ot becan w8 sperater fanset =1y

L.

330 e o osh 2 That af glatheo and $%en sastier am ARSINcTy
nert day Lue sloture gomnped. Wife SUReUuced THEE Gie BELEakor ¥ig oreken and waler
Wed IMOOad. oUb dsder the qaghlas,. @ quick exwilndtisn senfirmed nar dilezatlionns and
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Tuwllys sReedmelisn redealed RhEt atils aEatasr sdlbiwas neededs cdohed mlzesds

antlolzntae e Uede far fhls abrel Qi had T8 oh Buiid but Had not Lastalled 1t the firat
Lhaba Bl lo erec: be dnei=ll L1 scéut & dogen sorvwe hig be be Feaoved and they were ssated
fErply S Tusk,

_bo matter how hard 1 werked &t it; the werews would mot cowe lo.se. #maEk Ine wuly Weq
ta reasve them wWan with dn impact teel, Using much 4 tesl il..nl L havmper 31 wis pessible te
break the dcrews lesse frsa their rusty sriz. .do I puichase” auch & tecll

(fu:uun case within m; reach and the zasket was repluced mmd the water leal steapped.
The asschime Spmew vushed and sfun haprily and wif'e caught up with her waghing, Then the
cluteh began mlippine.

L-gnaf.r-nr expuination ehowed 1t nesded new Linings. Oy :asther trip te the elties
i secured the necessary partay and installed thews Muchine again washed pragerly Tar a
sbert time,

L‘ﬂﬂn anether part im the olutch broke asd the machine: ste,jed deids I called the
by moy faeiliar purts fira in the eitics and had thew K mall sut the necessary pirts Apain
the stubbern lwachlie Leoic off und wadled 2o it whould, I breathed u sish of relier,

LIi:;:t day wile seuswhat hésitantly Lilomaed me the sachicoe Wis making fungy nelimes.

I blew my cesl. "ight's wreng with the blamkety bismk thimz mew?!® I yelled,

Dowt te the laundry resn and with tlashliphy in nand I peered up inte tne immer
wericin,m of the by now hated sachire. Diagmesis turmed sut ta be o had hesrine in the
=l utﬂn’f-

LI_l:ml wrern that 1 weuld pet make mnether oit  brip fer that blusted aechine, 56
the enly xxxmxmakkx alteraative wus te finé = mew bearing 1. emlly. 'I £i:dll sudoeeded
&t a-lecal Xu firm iaplewent stsre, h];u! partmean lauzhed whenm he handed fe tos bs trlngy
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*Ihat has te be mere Llsm weps esincidenge,”" 7 mumbied,
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1|II Ome of the most demgmdling perloeds in the history of our Tuwlly has just passed, And the kide
T '-r:l_l gz their mother and myself are guite relieved.

Ryxia| This"unhapy"tale bepan last spring about the middle of May when I worked up =a seven
dcres of land for the planting of our gucumber ocrof. He had expendéd ocur ocperation from an acre
in jast years to sevem this year in hopes we could secure the mervices of o migsset half dozen or
80 migrant workers whe were experienced in cucumber pleking. I hed toyed around with theides of
exfanding the year before but imsk somehow lost my nerve and stayed with the usual scre,

:-Hut this yeawr I decided to jumg off the deep end. e were I.iaurrud by the gucumber compuny

B s B

re, resditative that help would he plentiful and we would hive mo womey. M—M of*
Y B P ac I planted.

I;.But in the back of my mind there was aldvays this pagping doubt about what would haypen if
the help would quit. I trisd met to think sbout it,

é "Dom't lock st us!® the kids all chimed., "ie're mot going to plek all those cusumbsrsl®

[‘I‘E first problem eame im mid June whem the bestles “iyearesd, They ate about half the crof,
The v:u;pu.r oy came oyt to look and seid," You had better replant or you'll never get amy help
for picking. :hl'j want a good etund so they can make scae money,"

{ That mede Bende 80 I replanted., A month later I was sorry about the replanting. while the
n&Eﬂnh Werc growing vigourcusly and looked for wll the world as though they would be the beat
crof 1'd ever had, they just did not bloom and sat cucumbers, They just kept growing vines and
meanvhile all the cther prowers were hauling t eir cssge cucumbers to the buying station.

| ‘I'hu. one dey & family of migrant workers drove up om the place and said they were interested
im pleking cucumbers, They had beem directed out to our place by the local enfloyment office
“here I had left un order the day hefore, Together we locked the field over and they agreed to
teke the job. Ohly problem was there were no facumbers yet. Although there were some flowers now,
they were atill growing wines.

| By the middle of Adgust the first cucumbars were reaching picking size so the workers wemt
into the field. The first  iclking enly netted thep §3.50 Prom the entire seven mcres, but I
explained that esch succesaive Pleking would be hetter @a once the vimes started it .would challeng:

o AL

the beat pickers to keep up with them.

| ke 2tarted plcking every day soom after that and the crop kept getting bigrer to the point

d
m—




where I was Bsuling a truckload = day to the station

'The kids were hap y that they didn'{ huve to even stef into the field this ycar and all

igreed the cucumbers were & [retty gpood drop af'ter all,

.l Then a week after they sturted, the migranta drove up m the jard one morning looking
g
ged and dejected.

| " 8ir," & youth who spoke English wddressed me, " He are very sorry, but our grandfather
e——

im Mexico is very sick &nd we have to go home today. We cannot pick any longer. e are very

sorry for you."

_—
- | F

_|I @qm the h.ﬁ:k of my mind all along was now w. The help wan
qLd.‘;Eng and I wae left with seven acres of cucumbers that were ylelding more every day.
I thanked them for their help and turned back o the house. The kids were watching TV
and T walked into the rocm, turned off the set and asked them to pay attenticn for m minute as
I hud something Linportant to discuss with them.

lll "Our plckers just quit," I bégam, " and we have to decide what can be dane sbout it. Do

you think we could handle th; Job?® I explained that there had only been aix plekers befoie and

there were seven of ue since my wife Wworked in town and wasn't svallable for this Froject.

]

:. The rocm was ms silent as death as the lids locked XEN Ao Mo R XA ARAANER ) ot each other. I

could tell what they were thinking, But them I was surprised.

| "I think we could hankle it," ome of the older boya said, donfidently, "ak least for a

u'hil.;:;

L:jn we headed for the field and began what would become & three week jobe There were only
tvo days thut we didn't plok during that time. There vare mary days we picked more thanm four
tons each day. And the money was goeod, tuo, S0 good in fuct, that I contacted the kids's schools
and arrangef for them to be absent until the pleking season was over, It turned out they missed
tho weels of schocl but were able to keep upr pretty well at home.

:;th-hnugh there were couktless moans and grosms from morming to evening as the kids labored
at & snail's pace through the ficlds & row at & time, they kert at it and we saw the project
through to the end. And I think they umderstoodgme whem I tried explaining to them that they had
ledrned sometidng about, themselyes., They hed gmakkedxen taken on un wlmost dmsurmoutable

challengef and emergaduledadions. I could detect the pride in thelr faces as they listened.
LT tried to point out to them that in thefr future they should mever tumm sway from mny
Job just because it looked too big to headdlec.
“*Just remember what you did here in the cucumber fielo this summer aod thet will boleter
your delfconf'idence," 1 dongluded,




There is more to come for 1978, soon.

Watch for upcoming years to be put together
and posted.



